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free universal compulsory education throughout the country.
Out of these changes two problems, of vital interest to church-
people, emerged. The first was concerned with the nature of
the religious education provided in the new Board Schools. The
Cowper-Temple Clause in the Act of 1870 directed that 'no
religious catechism or religious formulary of any particular de-
nomination shall be taught in the school.* Undenominational
religious teaching, brought to birth by this clause, was sus-
pected and disliked by numbers of churchpeople. To them it
was not religious teaching at all. It might be a colourless ex-
position of selected passages from the Bible; it might be indis-
tinguishable from Unitarianism; what it could not be was de-
finite instruction in the faith of the Church of England. More-
over, it meant that, as the Board Schools multiplied, undenomi-
national teaching was the only form of religious instruction
which the children of large numbers of Anglican parents would
receive. Churchpeople naturally found this prospect alarming.
'Once admit,' wrote Halifax to Hill, 'that we are satisfied with
any form of undenominational religion on any day of the week
and we are ruined for ever.'1 Nor could this opinion be termed
the habitual unreasonableness of the High Anglican. Even Dr.
Dale   of Birmingham,   the   distinguished   Nonconformist
preacher, expressed the fear that undenominational teaching
would ultimately leave men with no religion at all.

Equally grave was the position to which the old voluntary
schools found themselves relegated. They faced with increasing
difficulty the competition of Board Schools supported by the
rates and therefore able to maintain a higher standard of build-
ing, equipment, and salary than the Voluntary Schools could
afford. Very soon a demand arose for equality of financial treat-
ment between the two classes, the Anglicans being joined in
pressing this claim by the Roman Catholics, who had been
busily establishing schools of their own.